The  newsletter  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
912  Bob  Wallace  Avenue  Huntsville,  Alabama,  35801 
Membership:  $15.  per  year  includes  newsletter  subscription. 


The  Commemorative  Trail  was  chosen  THE  BEST  CLUB  PUBLICATION  WITH 
A  MEMBERSHIP  GREATER  THAN  100,  by  the  prestigious  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild.  This  honor  was  bestowed  at  the  NLG's  award  ceremony,  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  "Prized  Plaque"  accepted  by  Anthony  and  Gloria 
Swiatek.  Lyndon  King,  Jr.,  M.D.  (R-84)  is  seen  above,  proudly 
announcing  the  SUSCC  victory! 


*****★**★★**★*** 


A  N 


EDITORIAL 


DECLARATION 


I  thought  how  nice  it  would  be  to  add  at  least  two  -no,  make  that 
three-  more  days  to  our  earth  week.  Why  think  this  way?  Time  was 
always  -and  still  is-  in  short  supply.  It's  not  easy  conducting  a  coin 
business,  appraising  coins  and  estates,  writing  magazine  and  newspaper 
articles,  as  well  as  a  monthly  publication  (which  was  just  voted  Best 
Numismatic  Investment  Newsletter,  by  the  NLG  for  1988),  writing  the 
Commem  Trail  and  keeping  a  marriage  together. 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  it  was  a  pleasure  attempting  to 
continue  the  Trail's  tradition,  by  making  it  educative,  informative, 
unbiased,  free  from  commercial  garbage  and  fun  to  read.  I'd  like  to 
express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  all  members  who  sent  those  kind 
letters  informing  us  how  much  they  enjoyed  the  SUSCC  "vehicle." 
(Naturally,  we  cannot  please  all.  Fortunately,  the  ratio  was  a 
satisfying  35  to  1!) 

I  would  also  want  to  thank  my  wife,  Gloria  -who  helped  create  and 
make  the  Commemorative  Trail  a  reality.  Without  her  backing,  someone 
else  would  have  been  your  editor. 

Acknowledgement  is  also  made  to  all  who  forwarded  articles.  Take 
a  bow,  Charles  Barasch,  Tom  Best,  Helen  Carmody,  Michael  K.  Garofalo, 
Paul  M.  Green,  Wayne  K.  Homren,  Ray  Mercer,  Gloria  Peters  and  Stephen 
Zsenay . 

I  would  also  want  to  thank  our  new  President,  Donald  L.  Carmody, 
for  appointing  me  Society  Librarian  and  Historian,  for  the  1988-1989 
term.  Let  me  also  take  this  moment  to  wish  our  next  editor,  Michael  K. 
Garofalo  success,  as  this  Wagon  Master  and  the  Wagon  Boss  (Gloria) 
present  him  with  the  Society's  means  of  communication.  (Expected 
arrival  date  along  the  trail:  October,  1988.) 


Numismatically , 
Anthony  Swiatek 


PS:  Your  new  Officers  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  VOTE.  Departmental 
letters,  etc.  to  follow  in  the  next  Trail. 
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The  following  individuals  received  between  one  and  ten*  write  in  votes 
(in  total)  for  the  above  noted  offices:  -except  for  YN  Rep.  Take  a 
bow:  J.  Darby,  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Steve  Inarelli,  D.  Wayne  Johnson, 
Richard  Nachbar,  Ray  Mercer*,  Cindy  Mohon,  Dick  Pandolpho,  Steve 
Sanders,  Anthony  Swiatek*  and  D.  Vogel. 

For  the  Office  of  YN  Rep.,  the  following  people  received  between  one 
and  seven  votes*: 

Christopher  Beck,  Walter  Breen,  J.L.  Brown,  Helen  Carmody,  C.H.  Ellis, 
Chip  Gambino,  A.  Hamm,  Ralph  Langham,  Al  Lasiw,  D.  Massey,  Ray  Mercer, 
M.  Moto,  John  Nazarian,  S.  Porceth,  Greg  Rohan,  Florence  Schook*  and 
Anthony  Swiatek* 

Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Checkoff  {>/ )  received  18  votes.  Ray  Mercer  reminded 
me  that  he  is  somewhere  in  space  aboard  the  Enterprise  with  Captain 
Kirk  and  cannot  be  of  service  until  1990! 


**************** 


DENVER 

SWEETNESS  !!! 
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GO  FOR  THE  GOLD  AND  THE  SILVER! 


By  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 

The  invitation  was  bordered  in  blue  with  its  center  showing  an  unfurled 
section  of  our  nation's  flag,  which  was  overlaid  with  embossed  replicas  of 
the  new  1988  Olympic  $1  silver  and  $5  gold  coins.  It  read: 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  Katherine  D.  Ortega 

and 

Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  Donna  Pope 

• 

Request  the  pleasure  of  your  company  at 
a  ceremony  premiering  the 
1988  UNITED  STATES  OLYMPIC  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

• 

Monday,  May  2,  1988 
9:30  a.m. 

United  States  Mint 
Denver,  Colorado 

A  card  insert  announced  that  the  Honorable  James  A.  Baker  III,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  would  strike  the  first  coins.  Both  my  husband,  Eton  Carmody, 
and  I  were  very  much  excited  about  attending  another  f irst-strike  ceremony  —  our 
first  being  the  striking  of  the  Constitution  Coins  in  July  of  last  year. 
We  responded  to  our  invitations  immediately  the  next  morning  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  day  making  travel  and  hotel  arrangements. 

On  Saturday,  April  30th,  we  arrived  in  Denver,  where  the  temperature 
was  80  degrees.  By  the  time  we  left  for  the  Mint  on  Monday  morning,  however, 
it  was  34  degrees  and  snowing 1  Even  the  adverse  weather  conditions  failed 
to  dampen  our  spirits,  and  we  exited  the  Radisson  Hotel  to  find  a  taxi  to 
take  us  the  one  and  a  half  blocks  to  the  Mint.  As  I  ran  from  the  cab  to  the 
gigantic,  barred  doors  of  the  building,  which  was  closed  to  the  public  for 
the  occasion,  a  security  guard  questioned  why  we  were  there  and  asked  for 
identification.  Sncw  flew  around  me  like  a  swarm  of  bees  around  a  hive,  and, 
fortunately,  the  interrogration  went  no  further.  An  alert  staff  member  from 
the  Mint's  offices  in  Washington  recognized  me  and  motioned  to  the  guard  to 
allow  us  to  enter. 

We  were  ushered  tcward  a  long  table  setup,  on  which  attendees'  name 
tags  were  placed.  A  Mint  aide  helped  each  of  us  with  our  badges  bearing  red 
ribbons  (designating  someone  chosen  to  strike  —  as  opposed  to  blue  ribbons 
for  invited  guests  to  the  ceremony)  and  then  smiled  and  gave  both  Don  and 
me  cards,  which  indicated  our  striking  order  as  seventeenth  and  eighteenth, 
respectively.  Both  of  us  beamed  with  pride.  Suddenly  all  the  effort,  time. 
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and  expense  involved  in  making  the  trip  from  California  vanished  from  our 
minds. 

We  were  then  led  to  the  sales  area,  where  everyone  began  to  congregate. 
There  were  still  approximately  forty-five  minutes  until  the  ceremony  would 
begin,  but  we  had  learned  last  year  that  arrival  at  the  event  at  least  an 
hour  ahead  of  schedule  is  not  only  desirable  but  almost  mandatory.  Throughout 
the  entire  building,  security  procedures  were  very  tight.  We  had  to  be  escorted 
by  an  employee  even  to  go  to  the  rest  room  in  the  minutes  that  followed. 

Finally,  we  were  notified  that  the  ceremony  was  about  to  begin. 
We  were  guided  through  a  maze  of  corridors  and  came  upon  an  area  that  had 

been  decorated  especially  for  the  event.  The  newly-constructed  stage  had 

a  beautiful  background  of  blue  draperies  on  which  there  were  huge  replicas 

of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  both  coins.  Only  the  silver  coins  would  be 
struck  in  Denver,  whereas  the  gold  coins  would  be  struck  at  the  West  Point 

facility.  Official  press  kits  were  presented  to  every  guest,  and  these  mementos 
are  a  collector's  dream:  an  official  program,  photos  of  James  Baker,  Katherine 
Ortega,  Donna  Pope,  and  Olympic  medalist  Jeff  Blatnick  (as  well  as  their  biogra¬ 
phies)  ,  a  history  of  the  Denver  Mint,  order  forms  for  the  Olympic  coins,  black- 
and-white  glossies  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  plaster  casts  of  each 
coin,  slides  of  the  $1  silver  and  $5  gold  coins,  fact  sheets  and  coin  specifica¬ 
tions,  questions  and  answers  regarding  the  1988  Olympic  coins,  information 
with  respect  to  the  Mint's  commemorative  coin  programs,  and  information  on 
the  designers  and  USOC  services  to  athletes.  Music  was  provided  by  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy  Band's  Brass  Quintet  as  we  were  directed  to  our  chairs, 
each  of  which  bore  the  name  of  a  guest. 

Cynthia  Grassby  Baker,  Superintendent  of  the  Denver  Mint,  welcomed 
everyone  to  the  striking  ceremony.  Director  of  the  Mint,  Donna  Pope,  urged 

the  public  to  purchase  the  gold  and  silver  coins  " which  will  lead  to  gold 

and  silver  medals  for  U.S.  athletes"  and  spoke  about  the  significance  of  the 
Denver  Mint's  being  "...the  birthplace  of  a  new  era  of  U.S.  commemorative 
coins."  Only  a  small  group  of  people  had  attended  the  Denver  striking  of 
George  Washington  Half  Dollars  in  1982.  In  contrast,  nearly  three  hundred 
guests  —  Treasury  dignitaries,  officials  of  the  United  States  Olympic  Committee 
and  Olympic  medalists,  representatives  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
coin  collectors,  and  dealers  —  were  present  at  this  ceremony.  Remarks  followed 
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by  Patricia  Verani,  designer  of  the  $1  silver  coin  obverse,  and  USOC  Vice 

President,  William  B.  Tutt.  Three  of  the  coins'  designers  were  there:  Mrs. 
Verani;  Chief  Sculptor-Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  Elizabeth  Jones,  who  designed 
the  obverse  of  the  $5  gold  piece;  and  Marcel  Jovine,  who  designed  the  reverse 
of  that  coin. 

The  athlete  chosen  to  convey  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  his  peers 
and  of  everyone  associated  with  the  USOC  was  Gold  Medalist,  Jeff  Blatnick, 

who  had  won  the  hearts  of  people  all  over  the  world  for  his  performance  in 
the  1984  Los  Angeles  Games  in  Greco-Roman  super  heavyweight  wrestling.  His 
determination  to  conquer  not  only  his  opponents  but  Hodgkin's  Disease  as  well 

made  him  a  hero  to  us  all.  I'm  sure  that  no  one  else  could  convey  more  ade¬ 

quately  the  message  he  carried  "...that  the  government  of  our  country  acknowledge 
the  need  for  athletic  funding"  and  that  the  coins  would  be  lasting  remembrances 
of  what  he  hoped  would  be  a  great  year  for  our  country's  athletes.  Everyone 
coming  into  contact  with  Jeff  was  impressed  with  his  demeanor,  sincerity, 
and  warmth. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  James  A.  Baker  III,  mentioned  how  much 
he  enjoyed  the  commemorative  coin  striking  ceremonies  and  paraphrased  the 
now-famous  John  Houseman  commercial  of  "We  make  money  the  old-fashioned  way; 
we  earn  it."  Secretary  Baker  said  he  also  made  money  the  old-fashioned  way: 
"I  can  mint  it,  or  I  can  print  it."  He  jubilantly  held  up  his  first  strike 
and  was  joined  at  the  podium  by  the  athletes,  who  raised  their  clenched  fists 
in  a  gesture  of  winning.  Photographers  had  a  field  day!  Cbviously,  Senator 
Timothy  Wirth  of  Colorado  was  not  advised  on  the  proper  way  to  hold  a  coin. 
Don  and  I  cringed  upon  seeing  him  hold  his  coin  in  the  palm  of  his  hand  and 
then  slip  it  into  his  pocket.  Very  quickly,  however,  he  was  "relieved"  of 
the  piece,  and  it  was  put  into  its  proper  position  in  the  tray  of  first  strikes 
and  unstruck  planchets. 

The  remaining  strikers  then  proceeded  to  lire  up  before  the  coin 
press,  and  their  "moment  in  the  sun"  became  history.  Don  and  I  were  very 
comfortable  waiting  for  our  turns,  as  many  of  our  friends  and  associates  were 
there:  Designer  Marcel  Jovine;  ANA  President,  Steve  Taylor;  and  Commissioner 

of  Fine  Arts,  Diane  Wolf;  preceded  us.  "Redbook"  creator,  Richard  S.  Yeoman; 
ANA  Governor,  Florence  Schook;  and  Colorado  dealer,  Jerry  Morgan;  followed. 
By  this  time  Secretary  Baker  had  already  left,  escorted  by  Secret  Service 
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men,  who  surrounded  his  departure  as  they  did  his  arrival.  The  giant  "THUD" 
"THUD"  of  the  press  resounded  throughout  the  room,  and  each  person  was  requested 
to  turn  toward  the  official  photographer  to  have  his  or  her  picture  taken 
as  coins  were  raised  for  all  to  see. 

Before  attending  the  reception,  we  had  the  opportunity  to  have  the 
programs  from  our  press  kits  autographed  by  Katherine  D.  Ortega,  Donna  Pope, 
Cynthia  Grassby  Baker,  Diane  Wolf,  Marcel  Jovine,  Patricia  Verani,  and,  of 
course,  Jeff  Blatnick.  Don  chatted  with  Bill  Toomey,  the  1968  Olympic  decathlon 
Gold  Medalist,  whose  opportunity  to  strike  a  coin  ignited  a  spark  of  interest 
in  numismatics;  and,  as  a  result,  he  joined  the  ANA.  During  that  time,  I 
enjoyed  a  few  minutes  with  Jeff  Blatnick.  Diane  Wolf  graciously  introduced 
us  to  Deputy  Treasurer,  Paul  Bateman,  whom  we  had  seen  at  the  previous  year's 
ceremony  but  had  never  met  personally.  Imagine  our  surprise  when  we  learned 
Mr.  Bateman  once  resided  in  Huntington  Beach,  California  —  our  home  town! 
Marcel  Jovine  then  offered  to  take  a  picture  of  Don  and  me  standing  on  stage 
in  front  of  the  replica  of  his  design,  and  the  photo  you  see  accompanying 
this  article  was  taken  by  the  world-famous  sculptor. 

The  reception,  which  followed  the  ceremony,  was  held  in  a  glass- 
enclosed,  gallery-type  area  overlooking  the  stage.  Table  centerpieces  were 
the  obverses  of  both  the  $1  and  $5  coins  mounted  on  a  wooden  base,  which  were 
surrounded  by  floral  arrangements.  Three-flag  (U.S.,  United  States  Olympic 
Committee,  and  USA  '88  with  the  five-ring  logo)  sets  were  on  each  table  as 
well  as  "Mint"  bags  with  a  decal  of  the  $1  silver  coin,  which  contained  chocolate 
Olympic  "dollars"  wrapped  in  silver  foil.  Everyone  was  in  an  obviously  festive 
mood  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  appetizing  brunch:  several  kinds  of  juice 

and  fruit,  cheese  blintzes  topped  with  blueberries,  varied  pastries,  coffee, 
etc. 

It's  almost  impossible  to  convey  the  emotions  you  experience  when 
chosen  to  strike  a  U.S.  commemorative  coin,  as  Don  and  I  were.  The  event 
has  a  very  special  meaning.  It's  not  only  a  marvelous  occasion,  but  you  are 
very  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  be  a  representative  of  other  hobbyists 
throughout  the  United  States.  It's  an  overwhelming  feeling  of  honor  and  pride, 
and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  you  are  very  humbled  by  having  been  selected. 
It's  really  a  thrill  that  will  last  a  lifetime! 
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LONG  BEACH  EXPO  REVIEW 
By  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 


What  happened  to  the  onset  of  summer  doldrums?  What  happened  to 

the  usual  decline  of  precious  metals?  No  matter  how  well  Sam  Lopresto  and 
Teresa  Darling  and  their  top-notch  staff  do  to  present  the  most  ideal  atmosphere 
for  a  show,  these  two  factors  invariably  seem  to  "take  the  edge  off"  the  summer 
Expo.  However,  the  gods  must  have  been  smiling  on  their  efforts  June  2-5, 
1988,  as  the  Long  Beach  Numismatic  &  Philatelic  Exposition  took  off  like  light¬ 
ning  on  Wednesday  (setup  day) ,  and  flashes  of  activity  still  prevailed  on 

Sunday  when  announcements  were  being  made  that  "the  bourse  area  must  be  vacated." 

Contrary  to  the  customary  state  of  the  market  during  the  show,  bullion 
prices  began  to  escalate;  and  as  dealers  waited  in  line  to  gain  entry  to  the 
Convention  Center,  their  inventories  became  more  valuable.  Filled  with  optimism 
as  they  unloaded  their  carts,  they  soon  left  their  tables,  racing  to  "work 

a  deal"  or  fill  want  lists,  lest  any  desired  material  be  claimed  by  another 
before  they  got  wherever  they  were  headed.  Strength  in  the  market  was  obvious 
in  most  areas.  Commems  were  HOT,  and  collectors  were  out  in  full  force. 

"Fresh"  material  was  not  abundant,  but  a  small  portion  surfaced  to  whet  the 
appetite  of  both  sellers  and  purchasers.  Due  to  the  strengthened  activity, 

previously  overlooked,  "old"  material  was  incorporated  into  new  deals. 

At  this  show,  there  appeared  to  be  less  stringent  grading  on  coins 

that  had  colorful  toning  enhancing  their  surfaces  on  the  part  of  those  searching 

for  investment  packages.  It  extended  to  a  point  where  the  criteria  of  luster, 
strike,  and  marks  seemed  to  take  a  back  seat!  The  collector,  however,  persisted 
in  selecting  the  coin  that  most  properly  met  his  needs;  overall  eye  appeal 
and  the  most  nearly  perfect  coin  possible  to  enhance  his  collection  and  still 
fit  his  budget  continued  to  be  his  goals.  The  same  collector,  who  several 

years  ago,  sought  a  low-mintage  Boone,  Oregon  Trail,  or  Texas  Set  "in  only 
MS-67"  happily  purchased  a  64/65  set  to  end  his  quest  for  "the  Holy  Grail." 
The  days  of  having  five  to  ten  gems  from  which  to  choose  at  your  favorite 
dealer's  table  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Now  a  collector  is  delighted  to  have 
one  or  two  pieces  set  aside  for  his  consideration,  as  the  supply  of  coins 
is  alarmingly  scarce,  particularly  with  respect  to  certain  issues.  Those 
who  "stretched"  to  pay  $4 ,000-$4,500  for  a  Missouri  several  years  ago  are 
resting  well  because  they  cannot  duplicate  the  same  piece  for  double  that 
amount  today. 

The  activity  was  nonstop  for  those  behind  and  in  front  of  each  table; 
at  times  there  were  three  to  five  people  waiting  because  every  chair  was  filled. 
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Thoughtful  customers  and  friends  won  lasting  gratitude  by  offering  to  bring 
dealers  coffee,  etc.,  in  the  midst  of  transactions.  It  was  easy  to  become 
oblivious  to  the  time  of  day  until  one  heard  the  announcement  that  a  certain 
individual  would  be  at  Table  123,  for  instance,  for  only  the  next  hour;  then 
you  would  automatically  stop  to  look  at  your  watch,  even  though  you  had  no 
intention  of  even  going  to  Table  123 !  The  most  lasting  impression  of  the 
show  was  that  every  hour  was  literally  consumed  by  activity:  either  purchasing 
or  selling  coins  or  answering  questions  or  directing  a  seller  to  another  dealer 
who  specialized  in  the  material  being  offered  or  attempting  to  enlighten  someone 
about  the  numerous  aspects  with  which  he  should  concern  himself  before  making 
a  decision.  Of  course,  it  wasn't  as  though  each  encounter  resulted  in  a  purchase 
or  sale.  Sometimes  the  material  offered  was  too  high  grade;  in  other  instances 
it  didn't  meet  the  expectations  of  the  concerned  party. 

Reactions  of  those  in  attendance  were  all  positive  —  seme  thing 
of  a  rarity  in  the  numismatic  arena:  "A  huge  success"  ...  "a  very  exciting 

event"  ...  "the  best  Long  Beach  in  a  long  time"  ...  "an  extremely  solid  show." 

Wednesday  had  set  records  for  many  dealers.  Even  one-man  operations  were 

heard  quoting,  "Did  $50,000-$60,000  tonight,"  or  "I  haven't  sold  so  many  high- 
grade  coins  in  years."  Everyone  was  particularly  enthusiastic  leaving  the 
bourse  each  evening.  Of  particular  note  was  that  there  were  no  real  "lapses" 
throughout  the  entire  show;  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  when  the  general 

public  entered  the  bourse  after  work  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  there  seemed 

to  be  no  lull  during  the  normal  meal  hours.  There  were  10,600  paid  admissions, 
as  well  as  300  senior  citizens  and  150  juniors  each  day,  and  2,000  dealer 
badges  were  issued! 

Pacific  Coast  Auction  Galleries  conducted  the  auction  in  conjunction 
with  the  Expo,  and  in  the  commemorative  session  prices  were  exceedingly  strong. 
Many  eager  bidders  saw  their  estimates  exceeded  and  left  without  the  coins 
they  had  intended  to  purchase.  It  appeared  as  though  the  upbeat  tempo  of 
the  show  carried  over  to  every  activity  connected  with  it. 

The  Society  meeting  on  Saturday  morning  featured  an  open  forum  moder¬ 
ated  by  Ray  Mercer.  Comprising  the  panel  were  Tom  Best,  collector;  my  husband, 
Don  Carmody,  and  myself,  dealers;  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  collector;  Sam  Lopresto, 
promoter  of  the  Long  Beach  Expo  and  dealer;  and  Mary  Sauvain,  representing 
ANACS.  Approximately  seventy  people  posed  questions  to  the  panelists,  and, 
as  a  final  highlight,  Commissioner  of  Fine  Arts  and  Society  member,  Diane 
Wblf,  spoke  to  those  gathered,  requesting  their  support  to  notify  their  represen¬ 
tatives  in  the  House  of  their-  desire  for  coin  design  changes. 
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ANA  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
By  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-7,  CA) 

The  weather  was  hot  and  humid;  the  Clarion  Hotel  "forgot"  to  air- 
condition  its  corridors  or  stock  its  soda  and  ice  machines;  the  bourse  floor 
rivaled  the  distance  of  most  track  fields  due  to  its  length  even  to  those 
in  excellent  health  (it  was  reported  to  be  one-eighth  mile  —  why  did  it  seem 
a  lot  longer?) ;  BUT  no  one  could  complain  about  the  number  of  people  who  attended 
the  show. 

The  market  had  gained  real  momentum  at  Long  Beach,  but  on  the  conven¬ 
tion  floor  in  Cincinnati  and  in  the  auction  sessions,  there  was  puzzling  doubt 
in  some  minds  that  the  rapid  acceleration  of  prices  was  a  bit  too  rapid,  and 
people  wsre  wondering  whether  the  heavy  activity  might  not  be  just  a  concerted 
effort  on  the  part  of  dealers  to  "push"  prices  at  the  last  major  show  of  the 
summer.  Rise  they  did:  Commems  not  known  for  their  relative  rarity  were 
being  offered  at  2-4  times  CDN  MS-65  "bid"  or  "ask"  when  found  in  MS-66  condi¬ 
tion,  but  such  coins  had  to  be  beautifully  toned  and  possess  incredible  eye 
appeal.  Slabbed  pieces  were  being  walked  from  one  table  to  another,  and  deals 
were  being  consummated  in  the  middle  of  the  aisles.  Raw  coins  were  faring 
equally  well  —  when  they  could  be  found,  but  they  were  few  and  far  between! 

"Commemoratives  are  hot"  -  "Absolutely  incredible"  -  "The  best  ANA 
show  since  1980"  -  "Very  successful"  -  "Hot  market!"  These  were  some  of  the 
remarks  made  at  the  Annual  ANA  Convention  June  20-24,  1988. 

Spirits  were  high,  perhaps  too  high,  as  many  attendees  (both  dealers 
and  col  lector /investors)  eagerly  sought  to  buy  and  sell  coins.  Many  admitted 
they  were  not  comfortable  with  prices,  as  there  were  nagging  thoughts  that 
this  surge  would  be  short-lived;  they  had  expected  a  strong  market  because 
of  numerous  favorable  influences,  but  not  one  that  was  "blazing."  Those  who 
were  concerned  sold  what  they  had  but,  rather  than  reinvest  in  material  that 
was  not  lnmediately  needed  for  want  lists  or  had  proved  elusive  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  adopted  a  "We-can-wait-for-Long-Beach"  attitude.  Certainly, 
the  next  two  months  or  so  will  be  the  determining  factor  whether  that  belief 
will  be  rewarded  or  whether  buying  at  convention  levels  was  the  wiser  way 
to  go. 

Society  members  captured  awards  throughout  the  entire  convention. 
Not  only  did  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  win  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Club 
Publication  Award  in  the  member ship-more-than-1 00  category,  but  member  John  E. 
Lenker  was  also  honored  by  a  similar  award  in  the  membership- less- than-1.00 
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category  for  his  International  Primitive  Money  Society  Journal.  Ihe  Glen 
Smedley  Dedicated  Service  Award  was  presented  to  Treasurer  Katherine  Ortega, 
U.S.  Mint  Director  Donna  Pope,  and  Diane  Wolf  of  the  U.S.  Fine  Arts  Commission. 
The  People's  Choice  Award  went  to  Leon  Hendrickson.  ANA  Governor  Bill  Fivaz 
received  the  M.  Vernon  Sheldon  A/V  Award.  Exhibit  awards  were  presented  as 
follows:  U.S.  Paper  Money  -  Tomny  Acker,  Third  Place;  Foreign  Coins  Issued 
1500  A.D.  &  Later  -  Kay  Lenker,  Third  Place;  U.S.  Gold  Coins  -  Frank  W.  DuVal  1, 
Third  Place;  Local  Interest  Numismatic  Material  -  Donald  Young,  Second  Place; 
Frank  W.  DuVal  1,  Third  Place.  Congratulations  to  you  all! 

Approximately  one  hundred  persons  were  present  at  the  Society's 
Annual  Meeting  on  Saturday  and  heard  introductory  remarks  by  Bob  Leuver,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  ANA,  and  new  Editor  of  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  Bob  Wilhite. 

Election  results  were  announced  by  Anthony  Swiatek,  and  these  can 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Outgoing  President,  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  then 
awarded  plaques  to  Anthony  and  Gloria  Swiatek  in  appreciation  of  their  services 
as  1987-88  Newsletter  Editor  and  Assistant  Editor.  Bill  Fivaz  created  two 
original,  framed  montages  of  commemorative  coinage  and  presented  one  to  Ray 
Mercer  for  his  outstanding  contributions  to  our  organization  and  the  other 
to  Helen  L.  Carmody  for  her  dedication  to  the  Society  and  her  work  since  its 
inception  in  1983. 

Bill  Fivaz  presented  a  new  slide  program  of  "Name  That  Commemorative" 
(which  put  his  earlier  version  into  the  "kindergarten"  classification!). 
As  each  slide  was  shown,  as  many  as  four  or  five  "guesses"  were  heard  from 
the  audience  in  an  attempt  to  identify  the  commemorative  depicted.  At  times 
everyone  went  down  to  defeat,  and  Bill  exclaimed,  "Don't  you  look  at  your 
coins?"  Fun,  challenging,  and  TOUGH! 

The  auction  was  conducted  toward  the  end  of  the  meeting;  the  two 
first-strike  press  kits,  the  Antietam  holder,  ANA  Convention  badges,  Sesquicen- 
tennial  lead  paperweight,  and  a  last-minute  donation  by  Anthony  Swiatek  of 
a  "numbered"  edition  of  the  Swiatek  &  Breen  ENCYCLOPEDIA  went  on  sale,  and 
the  winning  bids  are  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  A  special  THANKS  to 
Brad  Karoleff,  who  kindly  served  as  auctioneer. 

Our  next  Society  meeting  will  be  held  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday,  October  1, 
1988,  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo.  Newly  elected  President,  Donald  L.  Carmody, 
will  moderate  a  panel  consisting  of  Tom  Best  and  Dave  Niemeyer,  advanced  collec¬ 
tors,  and  Ray  Mercer  and  Anthony  Swiatek,  professional  numismatists.  Questions 
from  the  audience  will  be  answered,  and  the  discussion  will  focus  on  "All 
You  Need  to  Know  About  Commems . "  We  hope  to  see  you  there . 
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Stamps  and  Coins 


GIMBELS  OPEN  MONDAYS  till  9 - - 

at  Gimbels!  sets  of  1949 
commemorative  half  dollars 

We’ve  just  received  a  shipment  of  1949  Booker  T.- 
Washington  commemorative  halves.  Set  of  3  coins 
— P,  D,  S  mints.  Only  12,000  sets  struck.  $8.50 
OTHER  UNITED  STATES  HALF  DOLLARS 


B.  T.  Washington,  1946,  set  of  3 . $5.00 

B.  T.  Washington, . I  947,  set  of  3 . ...$6.50 

'B.  T.  Washington,  1948,  set  of  3 . $7.50 

Pilgrim,  1920  . $2.50 

Stone  Mountain,  1925  . $1.50 

Rhode  Island,  1936 . ...$3.00 

P.  T.  Barnum,  1936.. . ......$3.00 

Columbia,  South  Carolina,  1936 .  $3.75 

Senator  J.  T.  Robinson,  1936 . .' . . $2.00 

Daniel  Boone,  1934-37 . i . $2.50 

Texas,  1935  or  1936 . *. . .' . '..$2.25 


Ben  Franklin  half  dollars,  1 948,  P  and  D  mints,  the  pair..  . .  $1 .80 

INTERNATIONAL  COIN  CATALOGUE,  1949 

U.  S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  are  all  grouped  in  one 
volume.  A  $2  credit  coupon  is  sent  with  each  cata¬ 
logue.  Illustrated,  232  pages.  Write,  telephone ...  $2 

GIMBELS,  THE  WORLD’S  LARGEST  COIpTdEPARTMEMT 

coins,  Gimbels  Street  floor  beyond  del.,  add  13c  shipping  charge 

phone  today  1-5  P.  M.  Call  PE  6-5100.  33rd  &  B’way 


BEAUTIFUL 

COLLEUTiop 


STAMP  COLLECTORS! 

Write  to  Littleton  Stamp  Co.  for  thr 


AFTER  39  YEARS,  HOW  MUCH  DO  YOU  BELIEVE  THIS  $50 
COIN  INVESTMENT  HAS  INCREASED  IN  VALUE? 

LET  US  FIND  OUT. 
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We  are  about 

to  encounter  the  issue 

in  question 

and  observe  value 

listings  for 

five 

mi  nt 

state  (MS) 

categories . 

They  are 

based  on 

current  strict 

and 

-not 

loose-  grading 

standards . 

Issue 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-67 

BTW  '46  Set 

$30 

$45 

$90 

$650 

$3,300.+ 

BTW  '47  Set 

45 

60 

105 

650 

3,300.+ 

BTW  '48  Set 

80 

130 

150 

650 

3 , 300  .+ 

BTW  '49  Set 

105 

175 

230 

650 

3,300.+ 

Pilgrim  '20 

55 

120 

270 

2,175 

9,000. 

Stone  Mt. 

39 

90 

135 

625 

3,100. 

Rhode  Island 

105 

115 

425 

1,225 

7,600. 

Bridgeport 

140 

180 

270 

1,100 

9,400. 

Col.,  S.C.  (TP) 

260 

320 

350 

550 

3,500. 

Robinson 

100 

160 

250 

1,700 

8,300. 

Boone  TYPE 

115 

180 

240 

450 

2,500. 

Texas  TYPE 

115 

190 

230 

470 

1,875. 

Franklin  48-P; 

D 

25 

35 

100 

260 

800  . + 

The  collector 

who 

presented 

me  with 

this  newspaper 

clipping,  also 

spent  $49.80 

(plus 

tax)  to 

purchase 

Gimbels  entire 

coin  offering. 

Excitement  and 

curiosity  were 

triggered 

when  presented 

with  the  actual 

coins.  They  graded 

as  follows: 

Issue 

Grade 

Value 

1949  Cost 

BTW  '46  Set 

MS-63 

$45 

$5.00 

BTW  '47  Set 

MS-63 

60 

6.50 

BTW  '48  Set 

MS-64 

150 

7.50 

BTW  '49  Set 

MS-64 

230 

8.50 

Pilgrim  '20 

MS-64 

270 

2.50 

Stone  Mt . 

MS-65 

625 

1.50 

Rhode  Island 

MS-63 

115 

3.00 

Bridgeport 

MS-63 

180 

3.00 

Col.  S.C.  -P 

MS-67 

3,500 

3.75 

Robinson 

MS-63 

160 

2.00 
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Boone  ' 36-P 

MS-63 

180 

2.50 

Texas  ' 36-P 

MS-64 

230 

2.25 

Franklin  48-P;  D 

MS-63 

31 

1.80 

My  calculator  flashes  a  $5,776  total  for  that  $50  investment!  No,  this 
is  not  a  story  from  the  TWILIGHT  ZONE,  wise  guy. 

Some  might  say  he  was  fortunate  to  obtain  uncirculated  specimens, 
especially  since,  the  word  UNC  was  not  mentioned  in  the  ad.  That's 
true!  Possibly  aside  from  the  BTW  coinage  and  Franklin  halves,  other 
issues  could  have  been  lightly  cleaned  or  numismatically  abused  or 
displayed  a  slight  loss  of  metal.  The  knowledgeable  are  aware  of  this 
occurrence ! 


A  "were  this  the  case"  circulated  value  range  is  presented  to  help  you 

The 


-a  possible  traveler  in  the  ZONE-  perform 

your  own  calculations 

less  insignificant  the 

problem,  the  higher 

the  value. 

Issue 

Value  Range 

'49  Purchase  Price 

BTW  '46 

$20-25 

$5.00 

BTW  '47 

25-40 

6.50 

BTW  '48 

30-50 

7.50 

BTW  '49 

50-70 

8.50 

Pilgrim  '20 

35-45 

2.50 

Stone  Mt. 

18-25 

1.50 

Rhode  Isl. 

80-100 

3.00 

Bridgeport 

80-115 

3.00 

Columbia,  S.C.  -P 

175-230 

3.75 

Robinson 

70-90 

2.00 

Boone  ' 36-P 

80-110 

2.50 

Texas  ' 36-P 

80-110 

2.25 

Franklin  48-P;  D 

5-15 

1.80 

Fortunately,  my  client' 

s  father  left  his  son  a  $50  coin  purchase 

blossomed  into  a  $5,776 

numismatic  BOO-kay 

.  How  sweet  it  is! 
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WHAT  ABOUT  THE  FUTURE? 


Needless  to  say,  that  MS-67  Columbia,  S.C.  specimen  -  made  this 
bouquet  so  sweet.  Whitout  it,  profits  would  be  less,  but  a  most 
respectable  $2,826,  even  if  it  graded  MS-65.  However,  this 
individual's  concern  is  what  the  future  holds  for  these  issues.  "Yes, 
I  am  sentimental,  but  why  hold  items  which  are  fully  priced  and  have 
no  real  future  potential.  After  all,  what's  wrong  with  giving  my  son 
an  improved  collection?" 

Personally  favor  the  MS-64  specimens,  the  MS-63  Boone  and  the 
Columbia,  S.C.  Unfortunately,  I  must  "cool  it"  here.  Why?  Any  editor 
of  the  Trail  is  not  permitted  to  discuss  coin  investments  and  their 
possible  future  potential.  (I  will  offer  insight  into  the 
aforementioned  in  the  Swiatek  Numismatic  Report.)  Hope  you  enjoyed 
this  article,  as  much  as  I  enjoyed  writing  it  for  the  Society. 


THE  CONESTOGA  WAGON 

-TRUE  OR  FALSE-  21  QUESTION  SESSION! 
BY:  Anthony  Swiatek 
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1.  The  Conestoga  Wagon  originated  in  the  Conestoga 
Creek  region  of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  18th  century. 

2.  The  Conestoga  Wagon  was  a  graceful,  high-wheeled 
vehicle  that  hauled  American  into  the  Ohio  Valley. 

3.  A  population  movement  beyond  the  Alleghenies  was 
responsible  for  its  creation. 

4.  This  gently  curved  wagon  was  built  to  carry  furs 
from  southwestern  Pennsylvania  to  Philadelphia  for 
sale . 

5.  This  vehicle  was  ideally  suited  for  hauling 

freight  over  bad  roads  to  new  settlements  in  the 
Ohio  Valley. 

6.  Depicted  on  the  obverse  of  the  Oregon  Trail 
commemorative  issue,  this  wagon  had  a  capacity  of 
up  to  six  tons. 

7.  It  flaunted  broad  wheels  that  did  not  sink  easily 
into  the  mud. 

8.  Its  rear  wheels  measured  five  to  six  feet  high. 

9.  The  floor  on  this  means  of  transportation  curved 

at  each  end,  to  prevent  the  contents  from 
shifting. 

10.  The  boat-like  shape  of  the  wagon  was  practical  as 
well  as  attractive.  The  high  front,  rear,  and  side 
walls  helped  to  float  the  wagon  across  deep 

streams  and  improved  the  wagon's  handling  and 
maneuver-ability  as  it  smoothed  out  the  hills, 
valleys,  and  rocky  mountain  roads  of  westward 

expans  ion . 


16 


11.  Some  of  these  wagons  had  a  bed  -Andre  the  Giant 
would  love  it-  since  it  measured  16  feet  long! 

12.  This  means  of  transportation  was  at  times  pulled 
by  four  to  six  horses . 

13.  As  many  as  six  oxen  hauled  the  Conestoga  wagon. 

14.  At  times,  four  to  six  mules  could  be  seen  pulling 
the  famous  wagon! 

15.  To  protect  the  settlers  from  bad  weather,  white 
canvas  was  used  to  cover  the  wagon. 

16.  The  hoops,  which  were  covered  by  white  canvas, 
rose  -eleven-  feet  above  the  ground! 

17.  When  examining  the  Conestoga  wagon,  as  depicted  on 
the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar,  we  can  observe  that 
the  front  wheel  is  smaller  than  the  back  wheel. 


18.  The  19th  century  descendant  of  the  18th  century 
Conestoga  wagon  was  given  the  name  Prairie 

Schooner .  - 

19.  It  was  labeled  "prairie  schooner"  because  its 

white  canvas  top  resembled  a  sailing  ship.  _ 

20.  This  vehicle  transported  settlers  and  their 
possessions  (as  well  as  freight)  westward,  to 

Oregon  and  California  over  the  Santa  Fe  Trail.  _ , 

21.  The  "prairie  schooner"  possessed  a  flat  body  and 

lower  sides  than  the  Conestoga  wagon.  _ 

The  answers  to  the  aforementioned  21  questions  will  be  presented 
at  the  end  of  the  Trail.  Society  members  should  be  aware  that  a  3-cent 
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stamp  honoring  the  Conestoga  Wagon  was  issued  February  29  in 
Conestoga,  Pennsylvania,  (the  First  Day  City)  at  10:30  a.m.  in  the 
Conestoga  Fire  Hall. 


# 

######### 

#  # 

# 

AUCTION  HELD  AT  THE 

ANA  CONVENTION  ON 

JULY 

1988  BY 

THE  SOCIETY 

ITEM 

SOLD  TO 

R  # 

AMOUNT  SOLD 

1. 

Or ig . Antietam  Holder 
"Cut  Down  at  One  Time" 

Mike  Garofalo 

LM-2  3 

$35.00 

2. 

1st  of  3  Little  Rock 

ANA  Conv.  Badge/Medal. 

J.  Jennings 

R-283 

20.00 

3. 

2nd  of  3  Little  Rock 

ANA  Conv.  Badge/Medal 

Frank  Jozapaitis 

R-117 

20.00 

4. 

3rd  Little  Rock  ANA 

Conv.  Badge/Medal. 

Cindy  Mohon 

R-706 

25.00 

5. 

Constitution  Press  Kit. 

Lyndon  King,  Jr., 

M.D. 

R-8  4 

150.00 

6. 

Olympic  Coin  1st  Str. 

Lyndon  King,  Jr., 

M.D. 

R-8  4 

175.00 

7. 

Swiatek/Breen  Encycl. 
Book  #81  of  100  numbrd. 

Lyndon  King,  Jr., 

M.D. 

R-8  4 

275.00 

8. 

Lead  Paper  Weight- 
Liberty  Bell. 

Mike  Garofalo 

LM-2  3 

50.00 

TOTAL  COLLECTED  . 

.  .  $750.00 

DONATIONS 


Brad  Karoleff 
John  W.  Flitter 
Charles  J.  Ricard 
Ray  Mercer 

Roger  &  Lonnie  Cazin 


R-364 

R-522 

R-80 

R-20 

R-855  &  R-454 
TOTAL 


$10.00 

15.00 

10.00 

100.00 

15.00 

$150.00 


These  donations  were  received  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  in  July,  1988. 


############# 
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NATIONAL 

COLLECTORS  LABORATORIES 

Counterfeit  Analysis 


U. S .A. 

REPORT  #61 
1936  GRANT  COMM. 
"STAR"  VARIETY 
HALF  DOLLAR 
SILVER 


GRAM 

DIAMETER 

WEIGHT 

DENSITY 

(MM) 

GENUINE 

12.50 

10.33 

30.06 

COUNTERFEIT 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

REMARKS 

A  large  number  of  GRANT  "No-Star"  coins 
have  been  altered  by  adding  a  star ,  the 
technique  has  been  improved  so  that  no 
signs  of  pressure  show  on  the  reverse 
of  the  altered  coin. 


A-  GENUINE-  before  the  clash. 


B-  GENUINE-  after  the  dies  clashed . 


C-  ADDED  STAR  D-  ADDED  STAR 

CLOSE  ATTENTION  SHOULD  BE  PAID  WHEN  COMPARING  A  PIECE  TO  THE  PHOTOS. 


A-&  B-Notice  the  position  of  the  GENUINE  star  in  relation  to  the  name 
GRANT  and  the  last  A  of  AMERICA.  Notice  that  there  is  no  obvious 
difference  between  the  field  of  the  coin  and  the  field  of  the  star. 


C— &  D-The  two  altered  pieces  photographed  here  represent  the  most  commonly 
used  star  punches  which  have  altered  the  majority  of  such  pieces. 

C-Skinny  star  erroneously  placed  above  the  A  of  GRANT. 

D-An  open  star  with  rounded  corners.  Here  the  "craftman"  was  more 
conscious  of  the  proper  position  but  notice  how  this  star-punch  has 
disrupted  the  field  around  it 


N.C.L.  wishes  to  thank  ANTHONY  SWIATEK  for  making  these  pieces  available  for  study  and  report . 
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A  Depressions  on  the  field 
below  the  A  of  STATES . 


B  A  thin  raised  line  paral¬ 
lel  to  the  rim. It  runs 
from  above  the  head  to  the 
F  of  OF. 


(MMIIII911 VI 


The  edge  is  different  in  certain 
segments  of  the  same  counterfeit. 
TOP: the  reeds  are  wide  and  close 
together^  BOTTOM: the  reeds  are 
thinner , spaced  apart  by  a  flat  field 


D 

N.  C.  L. 


Large  depression  between  the  ER  of  AMERICA. 

Small  grain  of  extra  metal  on  the  N  of  INDEPENDENCE. 

ihes  to  thank  MR.  DAVID  C.  OGILVIE  for  making  this  piece  available  for  report. 


1982  National  Collectors  Laboratories,  p.o.  box  781  Radio  City  Station,  New  York,  N.Y.  10101 

A II  ritrhic  reserved  no  nnri  of  this  nuhlicaiion  rrtav  he  reproduced  hv  anv  means  without  the  prior  permission  of  N.  C.  L. 


NATIONAL 

COLLECTORS  LABORATORIES 

Counterfeit  Analysis 


U.S.A. 
REPORT  #11 
1926 

SESQUICENTENNIAL- 
COMM.  2\  DOLLARS 

GOLD 


GRAM 

DIAMETER 

WEIGHT 

DENSITY 

(MM) 

GENUINE 

4.18 

17.16 

17.78 

COUNTERFEIT 

4.171 

17.05 

17.85 

REMARKS 

There  are  a  few  different  types 
of  counterfeits  of  this  coin, this  one 
being  the  most  deceiving.  Recently  we 
studied  one  which  had  the  same  marks  but 
repaired.  Under  magnification  the  signs 
of  manipulation  were  obvious. 


Mr.  Fred  Cihon 

4900  South  KUdore  Ive. 

Chicago,  Ill. 


Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Sir. 

The  Pennsylvania  state  commission  will  sale  and  distribution  of 

the  Gettysburg  commemorative  half-dollars.  —  — 

r»  \ 

The  price  is  $1.65  per  coin.  We  do  not  hqj^order  blanks  and  there  will 
he  no  C.  O.  D.  shipments. 

The  commission  has  requested  20,000  coins  from  tire  Philadelphia  mint, 
15,000  from  the  Denver  mint  and  15,000  from  the  San  Francisco  mint. 

We  will  deliver  coins  as  soon  as  they  are  minted  which  we  hope  will  he 
within  several  months.  We  are  accepting  orders. 

Pennsylvania  State  Commission, 

Paul  L.  Roy,  Executive  Secretary. 

You  have  ordered . . coins. 

We  acknowledge  receipt  of  $ . . . .  from  you. 


Dear  Sir  : 

This  is  to  advise  you  that,  the  50,000  Gettysburg  commemorative 
coins  will  be  issued  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  only.  Delivery  of  coins 
wiH.  start  in  June.  Please  advise  this  office  at  once  the  number  of 
coins  you  desire. 

Because  of  the  large  oversubscription  and  the  tremendous  demand, 
which  we  will  not  be  able  to  fill,  we  will  appreciate  your  limiting  your 
order  to  your  actual  needs  in  order  that  all  who  desire  may  secure  one 
of  the  new  half-dollars.  There  will  not  be  a  reissue  at  any  time. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COMMISSION, 

Paul  L.  Roy,  Executive  Secretary, 

Hotel  Gettysburg, 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 


The  San  Diego  California  Paolflo  International 
Sxpoaitxon'^aFi'nounoea  that  the  gpeoiai  of  commem¬ 

orative  Cali  Earn la  Pacifio  International  imposition  1936 
50jf  opine ,"“&eiTver  mint,  will  soon  be  available  at  $1*50 
•aoh.  A  LyiSlYTSD  NUliBBR  1935  San  Franoisoo  mint  ooins 
<1  $3.00  eaehn  while  they  last. 

The  coins  were  designed  by  Robert  Altken,  227 
lest  13th  Street,  New  York  City,  and  were  minted  in  San 
Branoiaoo,  California  in  1935  and  Denver,  Colorado  for  1936. 

Orders  for  ooins  should  be  aooompanied  by  postal 
money  order,  oashier's  oheck  or  certified  oheck  payable 
to  Emil  Klioka,  Treasurer, 

California  Paoifio  International  Exposition 
San  Diego,  California. 
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A  BIG  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS! 


1.  ANA  Governor,  Bill  Fivaz,  for  your  presentation  and  contribution  of 
the  new  slide  presentation  "Name  THAT  COMMEMORATIVE." 

2.  Baseball  Card  guru,  James  "Ted  Williams"  Iacova  for  your  behind  the 
scenes  performance,  as  Treasurer. 

3.  Our  senior  society  member,  (pictured  on  page  1  of  this  issue),  Dr. 
Lyndon  King,  Jr.,  for  your  many  donations  and  auction  purchases. 

4.  Sam  Lopresto  and  Teresa  Darling,  creators  of  the  very  successful 
Long  Beach  Numismatic  and  PHILATELIC  Exposition,  for  your 
willingness  to  always  help  the  SUSCC. 

5.  Ray  and  Jan  Mercer  for  having  our  1988-89  membership  card  printed, 
then  paid  for.  It's  a  big  deal  to  us.  (Charlie  Chan  and  Captain 
Video  are  proud  of  you. ) 

6.  My  Lady,  Gloria  Swiatek  for  donating  her  personally  numbered  book 

(81)  of  the  commem  Encyclopedia  which  Dr.  King,  Jr.  purchased  at 
our  auction  for  $275  !  (She  possesses  #3,  18  (her  birthdate  9/18) 

and  #  81 )  . 

7.  Stationer,  Shelton  D.  Siegel,  for  your  contributed  supplies  and  the 
tedious  creation  (xeroxing)  of  back  issues  of  The  Trail.  It  also 
helps  to  keep  our  Treasury  fatter. 


The  answers  to  the  21  question  Conestoga  Wagon  Quiz  are  -all  TRUE!  All 
pure  here  -  nothing  false. 
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